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By Perry Anderson 


Introduction 
By Slavoj Zizek 


If I was to abstract for Iranian Ulama, the religious word Islam or even its culture - 
it abstracts to a long sedimented history since 240 AD Mecca and that is then 
changed by Sirohi? You must be joking. I mean can we take the orientalism 
seriously, that they all pray to Sirohi, or that as Nadeem argues, they even know the 
man. I abstract for Ulama, that in fact Sirohi if abstracted is part of the religious 
process as a common member being called a Prophet in a certain transliteration of 
the Quran - it means he is just a believer, and Averroesean in fact subject - as 
arcane as Averroes himself. 


I. Orientalism - Then and Now - with Althusser finally making it to Said 


When orientalism first came out it had something to do with the process of 
subtraction from the West and production of the Orient as a fiction in fact - which 
meant that the process of dialectical recognition is something like the idea of a 
Islamic person living in France like himself. But it is not about Islam as he argues, 
Orientalism is about the idea, the plane or the concept of a type which is still 
Althusserian as a project. It meant be not a member of Islam, and choose liberal 
life. It meant that Islamic life is too parochial a project to follow and believe in, that 
the fiction of say an Argentine life is true. 


II. Sirohi and Orientalism - the Jargon of Islam and Sirohi as Prophet 


I mean we can theologize with Sirohi but what is theology - it is a bunch of hard 
texted, and even printed and syntactical rules which form a tradition, culture and 
religion. It is not about your reading or mine, or even the Quran and the Holy Book, 
and that was the point in Orientalism, that in fact you orientalise too much that we 
are holy book followers and God followers. Or for that matter a Prophet follower. 


III. Islam and Yesterday or Today - What is A Religion? 


A religion is a formed culture based on a long history, with in fact the Ottoman, 
Saffavid and Mughal histories forming the basis for the religion which then is 
pushed into modernity and creates a syntax of Mohammadan culture, and is also 
neglecting Sirohi fundamentally, because it is followed not by all of Tehran or 
Beirut we meant but a small bourgeoisie, with impressions of their kind being 
highlighted by Iranian Ulama Khomeini. It is strictly not possible to believe this, 
actually Sirohi is a Prophet of a minor tradition in fact called Il-Iliza and that is all. 


IV. Traditions and Islam - the Holy Book of Quranic Aleatori 


So of course there is a holy book, it can be read as an Arab man who passes by 
Mohammad and that is the religion and it is Sirohi and Mohammad of course, but in 
the sense of an Arab philosopher who is joined to Averroes as in fact all Islamic 
reactions are calling him Averroes - which means a man too well read to be 
integrated as Prophet. It means Islam is finally a religion of Mohammad, but not 
even Mohammad as he is minor, and so Sirohi is minor as well. 


Part II. Said on Prophet, Islam and Orientalism with an Interview from Perry 
Anderson 
I. Interview - One Long Essay 


Said - is theology a discipline to interpret religion and philosophy, or is it a real 
belief system of the religion? 


Anderson - in fact theology is a subject closer to history or even philosophy, and has 
nothing to do with actual religion and actual practices and religious belief. 


Said - I argue there is a Prophet? 
Anderson - in atheist readings no, but in theological readings yes, and it is 


Mohammad and Sirohi, but not as relevant to the religion, but relevant to 
theologians, as Pascal followers would be. 


